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HE Def 2 * the \follwin Diſemſe 
is not to widen, but to heal the 
Wounds and Breaches of the Church, 

*which is beſt done by applying time | 
and proper Remedies to them; and that is, not 
by concealing the Caule, or diſſenbling the Dan- 
ger of them, but by a faithful Diſcovery and Pre- 
vention of Both. For, as in Bodily Diſtempers the 

Diſeaſe gains ſtrength by Delay, and no good Phy- 
ſiclan fi either neglect or flatter his Patient, 
fo in Spiritual Maladies, to footh or to be ſilent 
is not to Save, but Deſfroy; and tis the 
part of a Divine, not to hide from any the Evil, 


but. to rw! to all the Err or aud Danger * their 
Ways. © 
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T know this 1s many times 4 very uneaſie and 
'unpleaſant Tas; and yet, being the neeeſſary 
Means of Cure, it muſt be us d by the faithful Phy- 
ſicians both of Soul and Zoch, and will be -kindly 
taken by all that rightly underſtand or wiſh well to 
either. b 0 ne” 01 0 
Certainly a Diſcourſe of Unity can ſound: harſh . 

to none but ſuch as delight in Diſcord ; and their 
Ears and Hearts too muſt be out of Tune, who 
are impatient of hearmg it: And yet Experience 
 ſhews that ſome ſuch there are, who turn Anti- 
© dotes into Poyſon, and make the Calls and Invi- 
tations to Peace the Motives and Inceutives to Di- 

Ahab hated Micaiah for not propheſying 
good bur evil concerning him, though the Event 
' verified the Truth »f the Prediction: And the ge- 
neral Cry of old was, Prophecy to. us ſmooth 
things. St. Paul found ſome his Enemies mgerly 
For telling them the Truth; and tho his Hearts 
deſire and prayer was that T/rael might be ſa- 
ved, yet they were unwilling to hear the true way 
aud method of their Salvation. "Tis natural for 
Sinners to defire to be let alone in their Sins, and 

to be lulld even into a fatal Security. 


| But 


_ To c wh Reader, 


be * is no Sin more dangerous, Tra 0 


; needed of, than that of Schiſm ; for though it 
be a manifeſt Zreach of all the Fl of Unity, and 


a tearing in pieces the Body of Chriſt, yet few can or 
will ſee the evil of it; yea, too many would have 


- thought to be a ſign of Grace, and a fruit o f 
Gods Holy Spirit, though the Apoſtle reckons it 
among the Works of the Fleſh, telling the Corin- 


thians that their Diviſions ſhewed them to be car- 


nah and to walk as Men; and St. Jude exhreſij 
declares of ſuch as ſeparate themſelves, that they. 


are ſenſual, having not the Spirit. Beſide, this. 
Sin is commonly attended with that ſpiritual Pride, 


that makes Men unwilling to hear or be told of it; 


which means they continue in it without remorſe, 


and having no ſenſe of the Danger, lay * all: 
| thoughts of reforming it. 


_ Hiwever, their-own Safety as well" as-our Duty 


require 1 to undeceive them, to awaken them out 


of this Slumber, and to reſcue them, if poſſible, from: 


the danger of ſuch Dreams and: Deluſions. 


The way to-Heaven is by Peace. and Holi-- 


nels, without which no Min {hall fee the Lord - | 


whereas-the paths of Diſcord and Diviſion lie quite 
contrary, and lead doum to the Chambers of Death; 


which ſhould engage all good Chriſtians to o follow. te. 


"_" and Heſcke th the. — | 
Ib 
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Wo To perſuade to this, is the drift of the enfain 
| Diſcourſe, in which J haye avoided all harſß un 
| | provoking Language, not dipping my Pen in Gal 
T2 (as ſome unjuſtly ſurmiz.d } to-write bitter thing 
| againſt any, but endeavonring ſo to pleaſe as ts 
profit all. In ſhort, I hope the Reader will find 
| here nothing but the good Admonitions of A faith 
3 Friend; ' which conſiſt not ſo much in ſpeaking 
| nooth. as ſafe things ;- and if they are as tindly 
| taken as meant, there will be no reaſon to rom- 
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ö Finally, brethren, be of one mind, live in peace, and 
the Goll of love and peace ſpull be with you. 


* 
An 


e 

1 

* ** A 

7 % 

ht 8 
n S 
* — 


2 "= 13 0 7 . ; f # ; Fl Ms 2 

5 : d 1 N 4 

i 142 14 \ * i 3 4 28 : 
* » a —- 


Corinthians, upon his leaying of them; 


WH | friends, are of great weight, and apt to 


the Goſpel among them, where yet the Tares of Er- 
rors and Hereſies unhappily ſprung up, which made 


\ Heſe words are St. Pauls laſt Advice to the 
which, like the words of departing 


leave a laſting impreſſion behind them. 
He had ſpent ſome time with good fucceſs in planting 


him labour with more than ordinary pains to ſuppreſs 
or root them up. In this Chapter he ſhakes the Rod 
over ſome obſtinate Offenders, and threatens: without 


amendment, to exerciſe upon them the Power of an 


Apoſtle, wer. 2. 10. Aſter this, he prepares them for 
his departure And having left Apollos, a man mighty in 
the Scriptures, to water his Plantation, and to finiſh the 

Work he had begun among them, commits them unto 


God, who was alone able to give the increaſe, and 
takes his leave of them in this ſolemn Addreſs : Finalh, 
brethren, farewel; be of good comfort,” be of one mind, 
live in peace, and the God of love and peace ſhall be with 
Leſſons of Unanimity and Peace. 
1 The one * 


Apects che Church, in which he wills 


which he exhorts them to live in peace. Both which 
he enforces with a promiſe of the Divine Bleſſing and 
_ Preſence, in theſe words, and the God of love an. ow 


* 


you; In which words he recommends the two great 


them to Ze all of one mind; The other the State, in 
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ordinary. Affairs of Human Life; we are aue to 
have different ſentiments about them, being lei þ 
great meaſure to our own choice, and rene very 
much upon the various and mutable eircumſtafices of 
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ſhall be with you. In treating whereof, + begin 1 


with the great Duty of Unanimity, which chiefly re- 
ſpects the Church, in wich the Apoſtle would have 


all the Members of it to le of one mind, that is, to be 


of the fame Judgment and Opinion in the great and 
weighty matters of Religion, to think and ſpeak the 


ſame things, and to agree together in the Worſhip and 


Service of our Maker. Indeed, as forthe m 


Human Actions, in which yet we are to hearłen to the 


Counſel of the Wiſer, and acquieſce in the Sentence of 


the Major part: But in the more important matters of 
Religion, ſuch as the Worſhip of God, the Doctrine, 


Diſcipline and Communiom of the Church, wherein the 1 


publick Peace, as well as our own: private W elfare, 
are ſo much — here we are required to agree 
and ſpeak the fame thing ; for theſe being preſeribd 


by Divine Authority, for the. Order oP — Go- 


vernment of the Church of Chriſt, we are quietly to 


reſt in them, and therein to be like- minded. This is 


what our Text exborgs. 50, in We rinnt zo be T 
of one mind. 9147 

But becauſe foray Aab * or os by) Diniflous, 
would have it thought impoſſible, or at leaſt unneceſſa· 
ry, that all Men ſhould be of one mind, and therefore 
for ſiniſter and fecular ends ſeek to perſuade and en- 
courage too many ti be otherwiſe, I ee 
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© Bone of Demuth. 


5 irſk; That” tis pol le fiir all Chriſtians to * of one 
r in the [doo and weighty Aﬀeirs of Religion. 
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ans to be e one mind, in the great Affairs of the | 


Church. This one would think ſnould be a ſtrange 
and needleſs Task; and indeed ſo it would be, if the 


craft and ſubtilty of Deceivers had not made it neceſ- 

fairy: Bur: becauſe ſome, to countenance Diviſions, 
and promote their own ends by them, have made ma- 
ny weak and ignorant people to think otherwiſe, "twill 
he xequiſite to remove their miſtake about it, and to 
Preve the Apoſtle's Exhortation to be both mou ble and 
; practicable ; 5 ; which 1 ſhall 5 


n We 903 


rut) Telwide-4 Frans af! thi fiſt Chana, who 
ere al 5 | 


one heatt and one mind. 


2. From the Apoſtle's ſharp reprchending all per- | 


ons andl places where he found it otherwiſe. 


1254. Fakes, the ſtrict Cautions againſt DiviGons,: and 


C 


| ; the many earneſt Exhortations to Unity; all which 
I ny © RA Per e 4 2711 of this 122915 
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Fur the Example of the fi Ghiiſttans; ang is. 
more evident i Sacred Writ than their great Concord 
and Unanimity; for we are expreſſy told, that they were 

Mone heart and ons ſoul; Acts iv. 32. Of the Apoſtles 

and firſt Diſciples we read, that they were continually to- 

gether in the Temple, Leſſor ing and praifing God, Luk. xxiy. 
53. That they met together in one place, with one accord 5 
aud one minds Acts ii. 1. That they continuedſtedfaſt in | 
the Apoſeles dottrine and fellowſhip in breaking.of bread, a 
and in prayer, Acts ii. 42. That they were daily with one 

accord in the Temple, breaking bread from: houſé to houſe, 
and eating their meat with gladneſs and fingleneſs of 
heart. Acts ii. 46. By which means there were daily N 
added to the Church. ſach'as Jhoutd be ſavedj'ver 47 

Theſe, and many other places that might be cited 
to the ſame-purpoſe, plainly ſhew that bleſſed Harmo- 

| | ny and Concord that was found among them in mat- 
| ters of Religion and the Worſhip of God, all of them 
= Joining together with. one mind aud one maurbe Horde 
I.) beir great Creator. 
= And this was followed with oeh a an: entire e and hear- 
=. ty love to the Brethren, that the World was amaz d at 
the aſtoniſhing Acts and Offices of Kindneſs that paf- 

ſed between them, inſomuch that it became Proverbial 
to ſay, Bebold, how the Chriſtians love one another 
| This is recorded to the Honour of the Primitive Chri- 
| ſtians, and conduc'd mightily: to che increaſe ad Pre- | 
| | _ pagationof Chriſtianity. 
No this excellent Example mens Vairy to be no i 
_ impoſſible or impracticable thing; for what hath been 
1 
f 


EST 
ak ens Mt” a '" 


may be again; and if we Will fo lowithe ſteps of theſe 
firſt and beſt Chriſtians, they; will- lead ug only into 
che ways of Truth and Peace; che Pattern is ſet for 
; ; 8 8 * 


— 
92 : 


our intation, ſhewing chat by doing as they did; we 


Ld 


Bins of ann, 


may be like them, of one heart and one mind, and 


that tis only owing to Mens Vices and digs De- 


ſigns where tis otherwiſe. © 
* 2 To convince us of the pollibiliry of this Duty, 


we find the Apoſtles blaming Diviſions in all places 


where they came, and ſharply rebuking the Authors 


and Abettors of them; which would be to no purpoſe, 


if Unity were impoſſible, or Diviſions unavoidable; 
The ſirſt great Controverſies that aroſe in the Chri- 
ſtian Church - were about Circumciſing the Gentile- 


_ Converts, and continuing the Rites of Moſes's Laws 
both which being decided by the Mecting of the Apo- 
files and others in the-grear Council ar Feruſalem; of 


which we read A#s xv. all Chriſtians were comman- 


ded to agtee andacquieſce in them; and not only ſo, 
but to mark all thoſe that caus d Diviſions contrary to 


their Poctrine, and avoid them; which by the way 
ſhews this to be the beſt Expedient and Inſtrument of 
Peace in all doubtful and diſputable Gaſes, and is 
therefore fitly to be uſed and ſubmitted to in ren Chri- 
ſtian Churches. 5 

But the moſt and: oreareſt Diſiſions we 1 of 


| were in tkis Chureh of Corinth, where the people ran 
into divers Parties and Factions, one crying up one 
Teacher, and another another; One 755 I am uf 


Paul; - another, Fam of Rpollos; a third, I am of Ce- 
phas; ; which occaſioned much ſtrife and envying a: 


mong them. Of this kind are the unhappy Diviſions 
of our days, in which men run into divers Sects and 
Parties, cach of them heaping to themſelves Teachers, 
having- ifebing ears; to the great diſtraction of mens 
minds, and exaſperating them one againſt another. 
Agent theſe therefore tho-Apoltle ſets himſelf with a 
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more than ordinary zeal ànd indiguation. As for the 
more ignorant and deluded part af them, he heſceclhes 
them by the Name of Chyiſt, by which they were called, 
that they would all ſpeak the ſame thing, that there may 
be no tivifions amung them, but be perfeitly joined toge- 
. ther in the ſame mind and the ſame judgment, 1 Cor. 
 W i. 10. As for the deſigning Party among them, he ſe- 
3 verely checks and expoſes their corrupt aims, letting 
* them know, that whilſt. they cheriſh'd, and counte- 
. nanc'd theſe Diviſions, they were carnal, and walſ d a0 
1 men; meaning, that whatever pretences they might 
make of greater Purity, or better means of Edificati- 
on, to draw others after them, they were ſo far from 
„ being better, that they were indeed the worſt of Men 
=. their Schiſms were not marks of Grace, or the fruits 
=. of God's Holy Spirit, but figns-of Carnality, and the 
fad fymptoms of Apoſtacy from the Faith and Truth of 
— / own 
Now would: the Apoſtle, think you, ſo bitterly 
inveigh againſt Diviſions, if they, were ſuch inno- 
would he fo ſeverely condemn the Authors and Abet - 
tors of them, if they were not to be prevented or 
avoided? No certainly; thoſe ſharp Rebukes mani 
feſtly ſhew che evil and danger of them, and chat 
| —.— together in the ſame mind and the . ſame vt 
* „„ . covraw. * argc - 
3. The- poſſibility of this Unity may yet farther [.. 
appear from the many and repeated Exhortations to 
more frequently; or more eatneſtiy preſſed and incul- - 
cated upon us, than this Doctrine of Peace and Uni- 


ty ; twas one of the firſt things proclaimed at out 
Hint e Saviour s 
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Saviour -s coming into the World, and the lat __ ih 
the left r wins _ followers at his going" out . 
His laſt Legücy to hem was Peace; ard his laſt 


Indeed tis the great lack of this Union, har - 
makes ſo many to doubt and disbelieve our Saviour; ; 

for when they behold the Religion of the Meſſias, 
which ſhoulc above all things unite and endear his 
followers to each other}; create little elſe chan feuds 
and i diſſentions, they are thereby induc d to reject 
botli the Author and his Religion too, And therefore = 1 
_whanfalſe'Feachers began ro ſow theſe Seeds of Dif. _— 
cord and Diviſion in the Chriſtian Church, we fin — 
the Apoſtles: earneſtly cautioning all good Chriſtians jp 1 
 againſl them, as the Enemies © \Chrilt and the Be- | 
WN „ 


Prayer for them was Unity, That they all may be one, 

as thou, Father; art one is me, and L in thee; ſo they 

alſo may be one in us, that the world may believe that 

| "thou haſt ſent me, John xvii. 21, 22. Where that per- 
| fect harmony of Mind and Affection that is between 1 
- Chriſt and his Father is made the Pattern or Platform 
of that Unity that is to be found among Chriſtians, 
t That They of May be one Clays 7 75 even as we are 4 
n = And this Prayer of His was not ay for his Di- | 
'$ | ciples, that were then alive and about him, but for | 
8 all thoſe. that ſhould after believe in his Name, that - } 
{a 2 who would be thought his Followers, and embrace | 
ff is Doctrine, might agree together in this Unity and 
godly Love, which he there intimates would prove | 
3 beſt demonſtration of his Meſſiahſhip ; for the U 
D- World would ſooner believe that God had ſent him, 1 
r if his Diſciples agree together, khan if they wan and i 
: fall into dif erent Sects and Opinions. | 
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" teayers, of Chriſtianity. St. Paul, to defean: the de. 
Hens, of ſuch Seduc ers, heaps up m W for 


this Oneneſs of Ente than for : 9.one th wing 1 2 in 


all his Epiſtles. 

In his Epiſtle to "aha Ei ids. 5 mails: thats, 
That N is but Oe Boe e . et Chriſtian | 
Church; em TITS W e ee 

That here! is bar One: Spire to AJuare arid enliyen 
this Bodyj; 

That —— is but One Calling, even our: Chriſtian 
' Profeſſion ; And likewiſe e of Wis NP eyen 
ie Salvation-of our Souls; ' 

That there is but 112 Lord, to govern and prefide 
over this. Church; - Bet! a 

That there is but One Faith or r Dodtrine caught and 
profeſſed in it. N 4 | 

That There is bur One Baptiſm, char leads and en. | 
ters into it; ol 

And laſtly, That there is but One God ood Eher * 


- as ble, ſupport and reward all che Members of 


it: And by theſe things, and all that is Sacred, con- 
Jures them to Keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond 
of Peace, Epheſ. iv. 2, 3, 4. And being thus ty d to- 
gether by all the Sacred Bands of Peace and Unity, ſure 
it can be no part of true Religion to ee and ci. 

vide from one another. 
ahi ah 


But beſide all theſe 13 to work u 
J udgment, he doch in his Epiſile to the Fhilippiars 


make mention of all che cndearmntsof Chriſtianity 
and Kindneſs to work: upon 


che Aſſections: If tbete 
be am conſolatiun in Chriſt (faith he) Comfort of: Love, 
Z f any fellowſhip of | the Spirit, if am bowels of Mercy, 
l de m jo, that he le like-minded, being of one 
2 and of eme, mil. H. adau; 1 rs 
„ q Nov, 
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8 Now, if it be impoſſible for Chriſtians to be all of 
one mind, ro What purpoſe are all theſe earneſt Ex- 
hortations to it? Did Chriſt pray, and his Apoſtles 
preſs us to a thing that cannot be attain de and have 
doch, in calling us to Unity, put us upon an impoſ- 
ſible r impracticable Task: No certainly, tis not 
that we cannot be all of one mind, but becauſe too 
many have no mind to have it ſo. There is a certain 
3 pride and Pleaſure in Oppol tron ; ſome delight to be 

| the Heads of Parties, and others are eaſily and igno- 
rantly drawn into them: beſides, ſomething may be 

A gotten in troubled Waters, that may not be had when 

- they are calm and (till ; tis not that Unity is impoſ- 
q ſibie, bur that Diviſions may be, ſometimes more profi- 
cable, that makes ſome men to hate the one, and to 
n. love the other. All which things plainly ſhew Una- 
I nimity to be poſſible; and if there be any difficulty 
of | 15 we ſee whence it comes, v#z. not from the Na- 
ef || cure of the Thing, bur from the Corruption of Mens 
: Natures and Deſigns : And therefore J muſt proceed 
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Secondly; That tis not only poſſible to be of one 
mind in the great Affairs of the Church, but that tis 
4 neoeſſary Duty for all good men to be ſo; and this 3 
is ſo evident from the Scriptarcs and Arguments al- „ 
ready alledg d, that there can be no need of adding 
more to ſatisſie any well-meaning perſons about it. 1 
That which is requiſite ro be done under this Head, 1 
will Be to ſhew the weakneſs of thoſe Pleas and Pre- 
tenees by which the Enemies of Peace cool mens 
Deſires and Endeavours after Unity, and make 
hem warm and eager in 8 their 3 , 
SAY 1 1 2 = ay - i Ira 
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ral Seas and Parties; To which end they tell 

1. That it is no more neceſſary for all men to be 
olf one Mind, than it is to be of one Stature and 
Complexion; That they may be allowd as well a 
diverlity of Opinions as of Faces 2 the Beauty 
and Ornament of the World conſiſts in One as well 
as the Other; That to reſtrain their Judgments, is no 
wiſer an Attempt, than to go about to rectiſie their 
Countenances; and to perſuade all men to be of the 
ſame Mind, is all one with ſtretching them to the 
ſame length or ſtature of Bod x. 


This is often ſaid by the Wiſeſt of them; and car- 


rying ſome ſhew of Argument, hath drawn and en- 


courag d many ignorant perſons in the ways of Se- 


paration: And yet this, if well conſider d, is no bet- 


der than a groſs and apparent Fallacy. For, 
If}. Tis not in our power to be of what Stature 
and Complexion we pleaſe; theſe things are entirely 

in God's hands, who, like the Potter, molds the 
Clay into what Form and Figure he thinks fit, ma- 
king one a Veſſel of Honour, and another of Dif- 
honour. It would be a great folly and preſumption 
in any to go about to alter the Frame and Make of 
his Body, and, with ſome Face-menders, to correct 
the Workmanſhip of God's hands: whereas God 
hath put it in our power to be like-minded, and di- 
reed us how and wherein we are to agree and join 
together; he hath given us Reaſon to rectiſie our Un- 


and hath added chereunto the Revelation of all Di- 
Aan at by a due uſe 
of theſe means, we may be all of one Mind, though 

No 3. ee . 


vine and neceſſary Truths; ſo. chat 


. 
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; As this is not in our power, ſo neither is it 
under any Command: We are not requird to be all 
ſtretch'd to the ſame length, or to have all the ſame 
Face and Complexion, but we are frequently call'd 
upon 70 be all of one Mind, and to join together in the 
no Wl ſame Fudgment : So that to argue from the dne to the 


eit other, is a manifeſt Inconſequence. ks 
a © Beſides, 34ly. The Variety of Creatures and Com- 


plexions_are the Beauty, Ornament and Perfection 


we cannot be of one Meaſure and Stature of Body. 


of the World; and the different Faces of Mankind, 


ar- like the different Herbs and Flowers of the Field, 
n- adorn the Face of the Earth: whereas different Sects 
e- and Opinions in Religion are the Diſgtace and Scan- 
et- dal of Chriſtianity ; they deſtroy the Beauty of Ho- 


lineſs, they bring Deformity into Divine Worſhip, 


re and breed nothing but Diſorder and Confuſion in the 
ly I World. So that mens different Faces can give no 


he I countenance to their different Opinions. And there- 
1a- fore this, if rightly underſtood, will ſcarce carry the 


i- face of an Objection. Moreover, 


Seas, farther tell the People, That tis no more ne- 
ſſary to be all of one Mind, than tis to be all of 
offe Calling, Trade, or Profeſſion: And as men may 


their ſeveral Trades and Profeſfions, ſo may they do 


of Mechanicks, uſe their own Judgments in their par- 
ticular Profeſſions? and why may not Presbyterzans, 
Quakers and Anabaptifts as well follow their own Opi- 


2. The Sons of Craft, to uphold and increaſe their 


live peaceably and uſefully in the World by following 


the fame by following their ſeveral Opinions. Do 
not the Lawyer, (fay they) Phyſician, and all ſorts 
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nion in Religion, while they keep to the great Du- 
ties of Subjection and Charity?  _—_ 

This is another Artifice to deſtroy Unity, 

aand promote Diviſions, which an ordinary Ob. 

5 8 may . calily | diſcern to be a plain Fallacy, 
"SM. ACE er ta fs LR NG ns | 

Though there be different Callings in the World, 

in which men may. and ought variouſly to employ 

4 oa themſelves ; yet there is but one Calling as Chri- 

| | ſtians, in which they ought all to agree, and go 

. hand in hand together: For ſo the Apoſtle, to ob- 

Miiate this Objection, expreſly tells Us, That we 

=—_ are all called into one Calling; and likewiſe. into 

me Hope of this Calling, Eph. iy. g. meaning, that 

the Chriſtian Profeſſion is, one. and the ſame to all, 

having the ſame Rule of Faith and Manners ; and 

therefore we are all to walk in it the ſame way, that 

we may come at laſt to the. ſame end. Hence we 

find the Apoſtle ſpeaking of the Vacation where- 

i i with we are called, in the Singular Number, as being 

5 but One; willing all Chriſtians to wall worthy of it, 

8. all lowlineſs and meekneſs, forbearing one another 

in love; not ſex arating and diyiding. from each other, 

to beget hatred, but endeavouring to keep the Unity 

| of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. Indeed divers 

Trades and Callings are neceſſary to anſwer the di- 

vers Wants, and employ 'the divers Abilities of 

Mankind, for the Publick Good; but the way of 

Chriſtianity is, but one, all Chriſtians. having the 

fame Warfare to accompliſh, and the. ſame Race to 

run, in order to the obtaining the ſame Prize of our 

iigh Calling in Chriſt Feſus. So that our different Cal- 

= Ungs as Men can give no encquragement to different 
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| Callings as Chriſtians, nor juſtifie different Seas and 
Opinions in Religion. Again, 5 
3. The Enemies of Peace farther tell us, That 


the Diviſions we complain of are no new things, but 


ſuch as have ever been in the Church; yea, St. Paul 
makes them in a manner neceſſary, ſaying, There muſt 


be H. erefies, that they which are approved may be made 


f manifeſt, x Cor. xi. 19. This is another Maſque, by 
which they ſeek. to palliate and hide from the People 


* a 


the deformity of theſe Evils ; and therefore, to remove 


it, know. 


Firſt, That to argue from Matters of Fact to 


Right, is bad Reafoning : For many things have been, 
and ſtill are, which ought not to be; and if Practice 


and Preſcription of Time were a good. Plea, it 


might help to. juſtific the vileſt Enormities, moſt of 
which having been ever ſince the World began. 
8 Seconaly, Tis both our Duty and our Wiſdom ra- 
| ther to follow good P recedents than bad. | 'T here WAS. 


a time when Diſſentions were unknown, and Uni- 
ty was found among Chriſtians : Jeruſalem, which: 
in Scripture is ſet to ſignifie the whole Church, is 


deſerib d to be a City compact together, and all its 
Members at Unity among themſelves, for. which 
reaſon tis ſtil'd the Foy of the great King, and the 


Praiſe of the whole Earth: And the Unity, of the 


Primitive Chriſtians both in Judgment and Affection 
is celebrated throughout the World, being all of one 
Heart and one Mind. Now, is it not much better to 
imitate theſe good Examples, than to follow- a multi- 


tude to do evils M7 
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Thirdly, The Apoſtle's ſaying, There muſt be He- 
reſies, implies no Approbation of them, as if they 
were harmleſs or deſirable things, but ſhews the 

Corruption of Mens Natures and Deſigns that lead 
too many into them: The expreſſion is much like 
that of our Saviour s, It muſt needs be that Offences. 
come; which ſeeming Neceſſity proceeds not from 
the Nature or Goodneſs of the Things, but from the 
Badneſs of Men, who are but too apt both to 
give and to take them; and therefore tis immedi- 
ately added, Wo be to them by whom the Offence cometh, 
NEURO Ts 


3. The Reaſon added by the Apoſtle why chere 
muſt be Herefies, viz. That they who are approved may 
be made manifeſt, ſhews theſe to be the Teſt or Trial 
of the Truth of our Profeſſion ; and that is not by 
_ embracing, but avoiding of them; for they who are 
led afide, or fall into them, diſcover the falſhood 
- and-infincerity of their hearts, and none bur ſuch. 
as are not ſhaken or ſeduced by them, can approve 
themſelves to God or Men: ſo that neither can this 
or any other Plea juſtiſie our Diſſentions, or take 


7 


off the force of our Apoſtle's Exhortation, to le 


| all of one mind, which we ſee is not only poſſible 
by the Practice of the firſt Chriſtians, and the Pray- 
ex of our Saviour for the continuance of it, but a ne- 
ceſiary Duty, by the many Precepts that enjoin 
e us to it. From whence therefore I pro- 
. eee e 
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Tpbiraly, To preſs this great and weighty Duty | 
upon you, eſpecially at this time, that ſeems ſo 
loudly to call for it. To which end, I ſhall en- 1 


deavour, 


by 1 


: 


\ 


II. To repreſent to you the benefit of Unanimity, 
that you may learn to hate the One, and love the 


I. To ſet 


Firſt, The Miſeries of Diviſions are ſo many and 


great, that tis not eaſie to recount them; the miſ- 
chief they do, both to private Perſons and publick 
Societies, is unſpeakable; they naturally ſour and 
alienate Mens minds from one another, and ſo de- 
ſtroy that mutual love and good will which ſhould. 
de cheriſhed and preſerved among them; they ſer 
Wives againſt Husbands, Children againſt Parents, 
and Servants againſt Maſters, and fo divide a Houſe. 
or Family againſt it ſelf, which muſt deſtroy the. 
Peace and Order of it; for they that cannot go 
to the Houſe of God together as Friends, ſeldom 
keep well together at home; and ſuch as will not 
meet together at God's Table, find but little com- 
fort at their own ; the Reaſon whereof is plain; 
for, ſince the Affections follow the ſway and dictates 
of the Underſtanding, when the Minds are divided 
the Will and Affections muſt be fo too. And tis 

„ to think of keeping. 


4 vai unptacticable thin 


Love and Unity among different Parties and Per- 


— 
- 


ſuaſions ; for. the ſeparating Parry will be apt to al- 


— 


— 


before you the miſchicf of Diviſions ; | 


lege. 
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lege ſome faults in others, as the cauſe of their Se- 
paration, and that will move the perſons from whom 
they ſeparate to recriminate, and expoſe their Errors, 
in their own Vindication ; which things are apt to 
exaſperate and kindle a Flame, that is ſometimes ve- 
IE. RT Tn Hor” 
8 But beſide theſe private Evils, Diviſions haye a 
very pernicious Influence upon the Publick ; for 
they undermine the Peace and Quiet of the World, 
and looſen the bonds of human Society; they arm 
Men one againſt another, and make them ſpend 
that Zeal and Fury againſt each other, that ſhould 
be kept together: to preſerve the Whole, by which 
means they fill the World with habitations of Cru- 
elty, and hurl all things into Tumult and Con- 
| len. Hence we find our Saviour declating, 
That a Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf cannot ſtaud; 
= - * for Diviſion naturally cauſes Weakneſs, and that 
brings on Ruin and. Deſolation, Indeed Gunpow- 
| der is not more apt to blow up a Town, than Di- 
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|  ..._. Viſions are to inflame a Country; they make Men 
b ready to kindle. with every breath, and, like Tin. 


Da 


. 


n der, to catch fire at every Spark; and tis too 
— well knowu how great a Flame ſuch Spatks have 
| | already kindled. In ſhort, Diwiſions are the Bane 
of Peace and Love; they that delight in them are 
Troublers of the World here, and will be doom d 
hereafter to the wretched Society of thoſe evil and 
- envious Spirits. that. are at perpetual enmity and ya- 
riance, with each other; for turbulent and conten- 
- rious tempers are the diſpoſitions. of Hell, and qua- 
7 lifie for. thoſe Infernal Regions where Diſcord and 
' 5 Animoſities abound. But. 
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Serondly, The danger of Diſcord is not greater 
than the benefits of Unanimity and Peace; and as 
the evil of the former is great enough to affright 
us from it, ſo is the comfort of the latter ſufficient 
to invite all goed Chriſtians to it; for Unity is 

the Perfection of the Godhead, and Love is that 
darling Attribute by which he delights to be called; 
for God is Love. In this conſiſts the Happineſs of 
Heaven, the Joy of Angels, and the Bliſs of the 
Glorified Spirits made Perfect, who all join in one 
entire Conſort, and are ſo perfectly One in heart 
and mind, as if they were all animated by one 
Soul. If chen it be the Glory and Happineſs of 
Heaven to unite in the Praiſes of our Maker, ſure it 
ſhould be our Study and Delight here on Earth to join 
together in his Service. This is an employment 
worthy of our beſt endeavours, and hath all that 
can be thought deſirable to encourage and reward 
ir. Behold, how good and pleaſant a thing it is (faith 


the Pſalmiſt) for brethren to dwell together in Unity ! - 
This is a Proſpect infinitely pleaſing and delight- "i 
ful in the Eyes of God and all good Men. I 9 
8 was glad (ſaith David) when they ſaid unto me, 
Come, let us go together to the Houſe of God: our =_ 
feet - ſhall ſtand within thy gates, O Feruſalem, Tis 5 1 
recorded to the Honour of Feruſalem, that twas a = 
City at Unity within it ſelf ; and nothing better fits 2M 
us for Feruſalem above, than to unite together in the 9 
Service of God, which puts a Comelineſs into Di- * 
vine Worſhip, and adds efficacy to our Prayers: #M 
This would make the World the Seat of Love, and | 1 
fill it with quiet and eaſie Habitations ; yea, it would | | 
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beſcech you therefore, as our 
ae, That you would 45 ſpe the ſome 


———— 


make Earth an Emblem or Repreſentation of. Heaven, 


and prepare us for thoſe happy Regions, where no- 
thing but Peace and Concord dwell ; for Heaven is 


the bleſſed Manſion of Love and Unity; there are no 


Diſſenters or. Non-Conformiſts there, but all conſpire 
together in perfect. Harmony, and jointly ling 


their unceſſant Halklujabs; no turbulent and con- 


tentious Spirits will be admitted chere, to diſturb the 
Peace and Joy of thoſe happy Regions ; ſuch as love 
and make Diviſions will be ſent to their own. place, 
and ſentencd to the diſmal Habitations of Diſcor: 


2 Thus 1 have briefly ſer before you ſome of the 
many Miſeries of Diviſions, together with the great 


and the unſpeakable Adyantages of Unity; in both 


Which, Life and Death, Didlng and Cutlin 


a manner laid before you: 


18, are in 
ey who walk in the 
ways of Truth and Peace, will in the end find Ever- 


laſting Life; whereas the By- paths of Error and Dil- 


ſention lead down to the Chambers of Death. Chuſe 


then, my Brethren, this day which you will follow; 
and let your Wiſdom guide you to ſuch a choice as 


may never give you cauſe to repent. The Apoſtle's 
Advice is, to mark thofe that cauſe Diviſions, not to 


follow, but avoid them; and our Text tells us, That 
0 be of one mind, and live in peace, is the way to 


have the God of love and peace to be with us. Let me 
ſtle did theſe Co- 


b 7 
that 


and Diſſention. In a word, Unity is the Strength of 

| Kingdoms, the Security of the Church, the Beau- 
ty of Religion, and the beſt Preparative for the King- 
dom of Heaven. e e | 
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19 
that there may be no Diviſions among you but that 
ye be pore Joined together in the 92 "wind and 

| the ſame judgment, endeavouring to keep the Unity of 

X the Spirit in the bond 9 1 5 

6 This our Common Safety ſeems now eſpecially to 

ö call for: There are ſome who wait for the troubling 

5 of the Waters, to be fiſhing in them; there are others 

4 that ſeek to widen our Breaches, to let in the Common 

- Enemy, and both are hard at work to increaſe our Dif- 

- ferences, to carry on their ſeveral Deſigns by them: 

© Tis high time then to unite, and to know the things 

; that belong to our peace, before they be hid from our 

5 eyes. Let us ceale contending about Religion, and 

f Join together in the practice of it, leſt we loſe it all in 

1 the Scuffle; and let the ſenſe of the Common Danger 

3 drive us together, to prevent impending Ruin, which 


we cannot better do, than by being af of one mind, 
ſpirit with one mind, and ſtriving 


Banding faſt in one 
together for the Faith of the Goſpel, Phil. i, 27. | 
But how may we come to be thus like-minded in the 


great Affairs of Religion? This was the 


. Laſt thing propounded to be ſpoken to; which be- 
rections, and conclude. 


And Firſt, That we may be allof one Mind, we muſt 


found Part of it eſtabliſhed in the Nation or Country 
wherein we live; there can be no Union without 
famerhing to unite in, nor can we be united to the 


Church that is. a true part of it, no more than a 
i OE fi GOES 7 Mem- 
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ing ſo neceſſary to be known, I ſhall add a few Di- 


keep cloſe to the Doctrine, Diſcipline and Communi- 
on of the Catholick Church, and particularly of that 


Catholick Church without joining with a National 
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Member can belotig to the Body, that is not join'd 
to any part of it. Now, the Diſcipline and Communi- 
on of the Church is a firm Bond of Peace, and a good 
Centre of Unity, by keeping cloſe to which we may 
be truly ſaid to be join d or united to the whole. "Tis 
true indeed, a particular Church may be ſo corrupted 
in its Worſhip and Communion, that the Members 
may and ought to diſunite from it: But, thanks be to 
God, this cannot be ſaid or prov d of the National 
Church of England, of which we have the happineſs 
to be Members, which having the truly Ancient, 
Primitive and Apoſtolical Doctrine and Diſcipline, 
the trueſt Faith, the pureſt Communion, and the beſt 
Rules of external Order, and Decency, is juſtly rec- 

kon'd the ſoundeſt part of the Catholick Church, that 
is this day upon the face of the Earth. Now, whilſt 

we keep to this, we keep the Bond of Union, and may 
be all of one mind in the great Points of Religion: but 
when we break off from this, we break the Unity of 
the Church, we divide the One Body of Chriſt, and 
ſo become divided from the Whole, and one another, 
AMC c a 

| Secondly, To be all of one mind, we muſt abandon 
the ſeparate Meetings and Conventicles of Sectaries; 
for theſe, however they may be colour d over, are the 
Nurſeries of Diſcord and Diviſion, and are no more 
to be reckon d parts of the Church, than a Leg or an 
Arm cut off may he ſaid to be a part of the Body from 

which it ſtands divided. Theſe different Sects and 
Parties are plainly the Diviſions ſo much condemn'd by 
the Apoſtle, as the occaſion of ſtriſe and envying ; yea, 
the ſeparate Meetings of Sectaries run the Diviſions of 
our days higher than thoſe- of Corinth, for they pro- 
„„ FNr. ceeded 


ted 


Benet of Unanimity. 

: . ceeded not fo far as to break Communion, for we read 

4 that they came together in one place, 1 Cor. xi. 20. Their ; 

: fault was only crying up different Teachers of the fame. 1 

5 Church, whereas ours are plain Ruptures and Separa- 

i tions from it. And if thoſe leſſer Schiſms within the ; 

| Church were ſo ſeverely condemn'd by the Apoſtle, f 

2 ef how much ſharper Rebukes may they be thought 

_ worthy, who raiſe Schiſms and Separations from it, 

ſetting up diſtin Altars and ways of Worſhip in op- 

. Poſition to it, of whom we may ſay as Facob did of 

| Simeon and Levi, O my ſoul, come not thou into their 

q ſecrets, unto their Aſſemblies, mine Honour, be not thou 

+  wnited; for theſe are plainly the cauſes of all our Di- 1 

I fractions, and tlie apparent obſtacles of Unanimity. 

K Have not eacli Sect their ſeveral and different Opini- 1 | 

of ons? and is it not frequent and faſhionable to ſet up 

A for new Schemes and Notions in Religion? And how * 

. is it poſſible for men to be of one mind, when ſuch. I 

f ſwarms of Sects are continually buzzing ſuch contrary I 

4 things into the minds of the People? Theſe ſeveral | 

B Seas and Parties have no Bond of Union to hold them 
x together; and liaving nothing to fix them, tis im- 

i poſſible for them to be, as the Apoſtle directs them, of | 

A one mind, or to preſerve the Unity of Spirit, with- 

- 8 cout 4 Bond uf Peace; and therefore, to be like-minded, 


we muſt not only keep cloſe to the Worſſlip and Com- 


munion of that found part of the Catholick Church of 
m which we are Members, but likewiſe carefully avoid 
d all ſeparate and ſchiſmatical Meetings = © 
v But beſide theſe, there are a fort of luke warm Chri- 
1 ſtians, that ſtand indifferently affected to the Church 
a; and the Conventicle; and as Intereſt, Humour or Oc- 
1 caſion ſerves, have recourſe to both, though they are 
ed true to neither. Theſe are the daulle minded men men. 


tion d. 


22 The Danger of Diviſions, and 
tion d by St. James, who are unſtable in all their ways; 
Uke the Worſhipers of Baal, they halt between two Op- 
nions, and are ſo far from being of one mind with th 
others, that they are ſeldom | long of Olle mind with th 
_ themſelves: ſuch as tacks Drag neither hat nor cold, m 
ut Inkewarm and indifferent in their Duty, are threat- |. n 
ned by God to be ſpew'd out of his mouth, Rev. iii. 15,16. 0 
whom he therefore willeth 10 be more zealous and re- H 

JJ P Ng 9 100 | 
_  Thirdh, To be all of one mind, we muſt ſubdue all 2 
5 manner of Pride, and learn the great Leſſon of Humili- je 

ty. The Grace of Humility teaches men to have low 

5 anck mean thoughts of themſelves, to think ſoberly, ac- 
+ cording a God hath given to every one the meaſure of 
Faith: in honour preferring one another, and eſtecming 
others better and wiſer than our felves, eſpecially our 
Governours whom God hath: fer, aver us. This will 
keep men modeſt and teachable, willing to learn, and | 
ſtoop to the Wiſdom and Authority of their Betters, 1 
and that will mightily conduce to a Unity of Mind and U 
Judgment: whereas Pride lifts men up with a vain con- I 
ceit of their own Knowledge and Sanctity, and makes | 
them think more highly of themſelves than they ought | ©; 


to think; by which means, inſtead of ſubmitting, they 
preſcribe to, and controul their Superiours, and ſet up 
their weaker Judgments againſt the Wiſdom of thoſe 3 
that are far above them both in Parts and Place: If all 7 
things be not done as they would have them, they | 
quarrel with publick Orders. and Conſtitutions, and 2 
will be framing new Schemes and Models ef their own, | 
_ - which muſt neceſſarily diſtract mens minds, and fill 
the World with endleſs Quarrels and Diſputes; Aproud 
: beart ( faith. Solomon) ſftirreth up ſtrife :-aud ovly by 


0 


pride cometh. couteutiou. This prompts ſome to . 1 
8 Bs 150 , | | the 
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the Heads and Leaders of Parties, and others té be 
the Diſciples and Followers of them, both which lead 
men into different ways, and. beget a diverſity of Opi- 
nions; and therefore, if we deſire to be, as we ought, 
of one mind, we muſt ſtrip our ſelves of all Pride and 
Haughtineſs of mind, which makes men obſtinate and 


| 


pertinacious in their Errors, and be cloathed with hami- 


lity, which will render them more tractable and ſub- * 
_  Lafſth, To be of one mind, we muſt ſubdue all in- 
_ ordinate love of the World, and learn to moderatè our 
deſires after the good things of this Life; for the love 
of money (as the Apoſtle tells us) is the root of all ev1l, 
and is particularly fo of all the Diſcord and Diſſention 
that is found among us: Twas this moved Judas to 
ſell his Saviour, and this hath ſince moved others to. 
ſell. both their King and their Country; yea; Ahab by 
his Covetouſneſs is Taid to ſell himſelf to work wicked- 
nes; Demas forſook the Apoſtles to follow this preſent 
World; and we read of ethers who ran greedily after 
'the error of Balaam for reward, Jude ver. 1 1. They that 
too eagerly purſue their own Intereſt, frequently leave 
the ways of Truth and Peace, and are eaſily led into 
any gainful Error; this claps a wrong Bias upon the 
Mind, and hath turn d many into the ways of Separa- 
tion, by which means they have been impatient of 
Truth, and unable to bear found Doctrine; and there- 
fore, to promote Unity, we muſt prefer the welfare of 
our Souls before that of the Body, and chooſe the laſt- 


ing Treaſures of the next World, before the periſhing 


triſles of this; tis too apparent how great a hand world-- 
ly Profit hath in the Factions and Diviſions of Church. 


and State, both which are mightily promoted by hopes 
of Gain, and moved by the wheels of Intereſt ; And 


there 
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| fore, to preyent theſe Evils, we muſt wean our 
ſelves. from the love of this World, and the things of 


it, wlüch are but too apt to inveigle and ſeduce us; 
beware of eſpouſing Sects and Parties in Religion for 4 


any ſecular ends; for this is t6 make Gain to be Godli- 
neſs, and is not to ſerve God, but Mammon. 
pon the whole then, let us take the Apoſtle's Ad. 


vice, and labour all to b& of one mind in e great Af. 


fairs of Religion, which will be both the Beauty and 
Bulwark of Church and State; Let no ſeeming dul 
ty or impoſſibility diſcourage our deſires wo endea- 


yours after it. We ſee we may be of one mind; if we 
have a mind to be ſo; and our Saviour's Prayer and 
Precept ſhew it to be his mind to have it ſo: Let us 


not then be wanting to our ſelves, in neglecting the 
proper means of effecting it. Our own and the Nati. 


ons Happineſs loudly call for it, and depend upon it: 
Let us therefore ſeek Peace, and enſue it, and 12 God 


of Love and Peace will be with us. This i is the encou- 


ragement here added in the Cloſe to quicken us to our 
| Duty, becauſe in ſo doing zhe God of Love and Peace, 
Who is the Author and Encourager of both, wi be with 
| us, to bleſs and aſſiſt our endeavours; he will be with 
u, to ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle us; in x word, he 
will be with us with his Grace and Holy Spirit in this 
World, and crown us with Glory ad Th 
„ World to come; Which God 758 for the ſa 
- Feſus Chriſt, to whom, with the Hol Mit, be all Ho- 
| nour and Glory, Might, Moy: a Sint, vow and 
| euermore. Amen. "he's TE es - 
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